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he was more indispensable than ever and asked him imme-
diately to resume his duties as Chairman of the Military Com-
mission and President of the Executive Yuan.

A MURDERER'S ESCAPE

At Shanghai, Constable Atma Singh, an Indian, had been
sentenced to death for the murder of a fellow-constable who
had insulted his wife. The sentence was confirmed in spite of
a petition. When the trap on the gallows was opened the rope
broke, and Atma Singh fell to die floor, still alive. He was taken
to hospital suffering from concussion. He has now been
reprieved.

LADY HOUSTON

Lady Houston, widow of Sir Robert Houston, shipowner,
died at her home at Hampstead. She was a lady of great wealth,
a generous and noisy supporter of patriotic and charitable
objects, and a terror to all with whom she disagreed.

Thursday 31                                                  A VERY BIG FISH

A week ago The Times printed the photograph of a Nile
perch weighing 175 pounds that was caught on the River Niger
in a fish trap. So fur no fisherman has improved on this in the
columns of The Times.

THE NEW YEAR

The end of the year was celebrated as usual by large crowds
in London, especially in Piccadilly Circus, where mounted
police directed the merry-makers. Last year's successful experi-
ment of organising community singing in St. Paul's with a
relay of the service to the crowd outside was not repeated. The
thousands, however, assembled outside St. Paul's took part in
community singing on their own, which merged into "Auld
Lang Syne" at midnight.
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